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HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT

This document is part of a suite of documents as displayed below.

PUBLIC SPACES PUBLIC LIFE 2007

The Public Spaces and Public Life study developed by Gehl Architects in 2007 identified George Street
as the main spine in Sydney. George Street was pointed out as the main street connecting three main
squares - Railway Square, Town Hall Square and Circular Quay.

Subsequently to the Public Space and Public Life study a light rail feasibility study was carried out by
Transport NSW, which also pointed towards George Street as the key spine.

GEORGE STREET CONCEPT DESIGN

The George Street Concept Design was developed by City of Sydney and identified a number of elements
to be considered when developing a design scheme for George Street that would include future light rail.
The concept design identifies a number of parameters to be considered and also points out the
aspirations for a transformed George Street.

This report seeks to provide a benchmark on the current state of George Street to enable future
comparisons and measurements for success or failure.

Whilst providing a benchmark for George Street it is broadly considered that the transformation of George
Street will have an intrinsic effect on adjoining streets and spaces and that the entire CBD will benefit in
positive terms.

Past Studies and Guiding Documents

George Street
Concept Design

A City of Cities: Metropolitan Plan for Sydney's Rail Future: Draft NSW Long Term
Metropolitan Strategy Sydney 2036 Modernising Sydney's Trains Transport Master Plan
NSW Government NSW Government NSW Government NSW Government

2010 2012 2012

Design principles
to gl.?l:l‘e the
integration of i
raifglrto the public
realm.

George Street

Concepl

2007 2008 2012 2012 2013

Public Spaces, Public Life  Sustainable Sydney 2030: The Vision George Street Urban Design Study George Street Concept Design
Gehl Architects City of Sydney City of Sydney and Gehl Architects City of Sydney
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INTRODUCTION

George Street is in a process of great change. With a new lightrail, George Street will be a strong
corridor for sustainable transport. The transformation of George Street, however, is much more than just
a transport project; it is the making of a great street, which will help transform the city of Sydney. The
present document is a tool for measuring and steering this transformation process.

PORTRAIT OF A STREET AS A PUBLIC SPACE

What is George Steet today? What does it look like? How is it used? These and many other questions
will be adressed in this report, and the aim is to paint a comprehensive and integrated picture of George
Street. By compiling a wide range of data such as mobility patterns, retail structure, air quality, street
furniture and many others the document demonstrates that the transformation is about more than just
design — it's about the effect that the change has on the quality of life on George Street and the wider
city. With the comprehensive set of data the document draws a number of conclusions on the overall
conditions for ‘ldentity’, ‘Mobility, ‘Public Life" and ‘Economics’.

THE ROLE OF DATA IN A PROCESS OF CHANGE

Processes of change are often characterised by uncertainties — is this the right path of development?
How can we be sure that the plan will be a success? To collect comparative data over time is a way to
infuse the development process with more certainty rather than just belief, and this is valuable — not
only for the planners involved, but also for the politicians in their communication with the broader public.
The present document describes the current situation of George Street and highlights how the change
process can be measured. It proposes a number of key performance indicators related to the goals and
strategies for the transformation of George Street. As such it becomes an important tool for measuring
success and building public support.

The intention is that the various types of data presented in this report will be collected comparatively
over time. This allows for a continous monitoring of the process of change, and if needed it allows to
test and refine strategies and concrete initiatives along the way, and these learnings can also inform the
design of other future projects. The transformation of Swanston St. in Melbourne is an example of this,
where continuous monitoring resulted in re-adjustments of strategies and design solutions.

A BENCHMARK TOOL

In addition to helping steer the transformation process, the comprehensive collection of data will also
serve as a possible bench mark tool. How is George Street performing in relation to comparable great
streets around the world? What is the result and experience of implementing strategies similar to those
in other cities?

The transformation of George Street is more than a transport project; it is a leveraging of the unique
qualities of George Street and the potential it holds as a spine and a great street in the city centre. The
coming investments will greatly benefit George Street but also its immediate surroundings and the city
centre as a whole. These targeted transformations will serve as a catalyst of change towards a healthier
urban environment in central Sydney. This report presents the data that illustrates these benefits.
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TRANSFORMING GEORGE STREET

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Seven design principles have guided the
development of City of Sydney's Concept
Design for George Street's transformation.

The overall targets of the design principles are
to deliver a strengthened identity, an improved
mobility, an invigorated public life, and a more
resilient economy. Through achieving these
four overarching goals George Street will
experience an improved business economy
that will benefit the entire city centre as more
visitors are attracted and people are invited to
stay longer.

The links between the overall targets and the
design principles are shown on this page.

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

The following pages describes central key
performance indicators which can be used

for measuring the transformation process of
George Street. They have been selected based
on their ability to deliver the above targets
and principles. Based on these indicators four
success criteria are suggested. In the coming
years other indicators and success criteria
could be added to the list.

The data collected for this report have been
organized in four chapters, Identity, Mobility,
Public Life and Economics. The first three
chapters focus on conditions and impacts
on George Street, whereas the Economics
chapter also considers the transformation

of George Street in relation to the whole of
Sydney's central business district.

IDENTITY

L4
*s.

AN EFFICIENT
TRANSPORT
SPINE

e Circular
Quay

Bridge Street
e Wyryard

Market Street
e TownHall

Liverpool Street
®
Hay Street

e (Central

A PEDESTRIAN
FOCUSED
BOULEVARD

1

" Bridge Street

¥

$

il

~

X

Liverpool Street
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ECONOMICS

MOBILITY PUBLIC LIFE
A LEGIBLE SPINE AN ICONIC A 24-HOUR LINKING THE CITY CONNECTING
STREET STREET TO THE HARBOUR THREE GREAT
SQUARES
\k P
— ;' :'Cimular
—_— { ; Quay
§ = Townal
':' Square
—— ,l"
§ / ot
\ : s 'y Stati
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

IDENTITY

INCREASED POSITIVE PERCEPTIONS OF GEORGE STREET
INCREASED AMOUNT OF ACTIVE FRONTAGES

MORE AVAILABE PEDESTRIAN SPACE

MORE TREES / BETTER CANOPY COVER ALONG GEORGE STREET

"IN 10 YEARS GEORGE STREET WILL BE PERCEIVED AS A
DESTINATION IN SYDNEY"

MOBILITY

INCREASED PERCENTAGE OF PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC
INCREASE IN EVENING PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC
DECREASE IN PEDESTRIAN INJURIES

REDUCED TRAVEL TIME ALONG GEORGE STREET

"IN 10 YEARS PEDESTRIANS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT
USERS WILL BE ABLE TO MOVE MORE EFFICIENTLY THROUGH
GEORGE STREET"

DATA COLLECTION GEORGE STREET SYDNEY 2014




KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

PUBLIC LIFE

MORE STAYING ACTIVITY ALONG GEORGE STREET

MORE NIGHT LIFE ACTIVITY ALL ALONG GEORGE STREET
MORE OUTDOOR CAFE SEATING

REDUCED NOISE LEVELS & IMPROVED AIR QUALITY

"IN 10 YEARS LINGERING ACTIVITY ALONG GEORGE STREET
WILL INCREASE BY MORE THAN 100%"

ECONOMICS

INCREASED DIVERSITY OF USES IN BUILDINGS ALONG GEORGE STREET
INCREASED NUMBER OF RESIDENTS IN THE CBD
MORE CUSTOMERS ON GEORGE STREET

DECREASE IN OFFICE VACANCY

"IN 10 YEARS GEORGE STREET WILL BE A THRIVING RETAIL
LOCATION"
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BEST PRACTICE: BROADWAY, NEW YORK

Broadway was closed to through traffic g: L
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INCREASE IN PUBLIC LIFE
*  80% fewer pedestrians walking in the
roadway

*  11% increase in pedestrian traffic
throughout the area 2008-2012

RECLAIMED PUBLIC SPACE

¢ 35,800 m? of new public space, nearly
3 times as much space as Federation
Square in Melbourne

« Times Square: 10,000 m? of reclaimed
space — 5 times more space for people

+ Herald Square: 7,400 m? of reclaimed
space - twice the space for public life

«  Worth Square: 9,300 m?2 of reclaimed
space — 8 times more space for people

STATIONARY ACTIVITY
*  74% say Times Square has improved
dramatically

*  84% increase in stationary activities
*  42% of locals now shop more often

*»  26% more leave offices for breaks
throughout the area 2008-2012

DATA COLLECTION GEORGE STREET SYDNEY 2014
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BEST PRACTICE: SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE

KEY STRATEGIES

«  Pedestrian, bicycle, and light rail priority.
Limited vehicular access

*«  More space for walking & staying

s

«  Excellent light rail stopsf s E j ;
»  Astring of public SpaCj@ of diverse
> \

. i : F | " .A .
A consistent appmaCh;‘. N o4 TR

Swanston Street is the main

' 0 Melbourne made a
landmark decision to close Sw :

ston Street was

provision of bicycle lanes, new stre€t furniture, clearer si
artworks.

Despite these efforts and successful during the day, the street was largely empty during the
evening. In response, the decision was made in 1999 to open the street to vehicles between 7
pm and 7 am More recent upgrades including increased retail, restaurants and residential uses
have increased nighttime activity.

In 2012 Swanston Street went through another upgrade featuring four light rail zones with
no vehicular access and improved conditions for transit users as well as an elevated path for
bicycles.

12
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RECLAIMED PUBLIC SPACE

IMPROVED ECONOMY

29,900 m? of new public space from
1994-2004

71% more space for people and
activities on streets, squares, malls and
promenades

275% more cafes & restaurants
177% more cafe seats

60% increase in bar and pub capacity
44% increase in CBD employment

62% decrease in office vacancies
throughout the area 1993-2004

INCREASE IN PUBLIC LIFE

*  40% increase of daytime pedestrian traffic

*  100% increase of nighttime pedestrian
traffic

*  300% increase of stationary activity

«  62% more students in the central city
throughout the area 1993-2004
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TITY

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

e INCREASED POSITIVE PERCEPTIONS OF GEORGE STREET
e |NCREASED AMOUNT OF ACTIVE FRONTAGES
e MORE AVAILABE PEDESTRIAN SPACE
" e MORE TREES / BETTER CANOPY COVER ALONG GEORGE STREET

I e —

IN 10 YEARS GEORGE STREET WILL BE
PERCEIVED AS A DESTINATION IN SYDNEY

e —
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LINKAGE POTENTIAL

George Street was originally known as High
Street in Sydney due to the concentration of
commercial activities along it but also due to
its key role as a connector street for a number
of important locations in Sydney as well as
being the spine in a wider street network.

The fine grain street network surrounding
George Street provides ample potential for
connectivity, but the pedestrian experience
amidst this network is lacking. The map below
visualizes distances to George Street via the
street grid.

Legend
(meters)
—0-500
—500-1000
1000-1500
1500-2000
2000-2500
2500-3000
——3000-3500
——3500-4000
——4000-4500
——4500-5000

GEORGE STREET LINKS UP:
35 SIDE STREETS AND
8 SQUARES

Meters from George Street
via street grid network
Source: City of Sydney
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VISITOR DESTINATIONS

SYDNEY HARBOUR

THEROCKS
OPERA HOUSE
ART GALLERY/MUSEUM

BOTANIC GARDENS
MACQUARIE STREET
cITy

HYDE PARK

GEORGE STREET

DARLING HARBOUR :

CHINATOWN

CENTRAL STATION

N

PLACES VISITED BY TOURISTS

{ \
GEORGE STREET IS THE MAIN ROUTE
USED TO ACCESS THE KEY TOURIST
AREAS OF SYDNEY CBD....
Source: Visitor Wayfinding in Sydney, August 2011
Destination NSW, University of Technology Sydney
\ J
0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0%

Opera House
Botanic gardens
City

Darling Harbour
Manly

Bondi

Macquarie street

..BUT IS NOT PERCEIVED AS A

Harbour

Taronga Zoo

The Rocks

Hyde Park

Art Gallery/Museum
Chinatown

Royal Easter Show
Sydney Uni

DESTINATION IN ITSELF

””E

Source: Visitor Wayfinding in Sydney, August 2011
Destination NSW, University of Technology Sydney
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PERCEPTIONS OF GEORGE STREET

4 N
ONLY 5% OF VISITORS PLACE GEORGE STREET AMONGST THE

PLACES IN SYDNEY THAT THEY LIKE, BUT SLIGHTLY MORE
REFERENCE GEORGE STREET AS A PLACE THEY DISLIKE

Source: Page 14, City of Sydney Pedestrian Study
Ref No. 2490, Nov 2007, Environmetrics, City of Sydney
\, J

VISITOR PERCEPTIONS OF DESTINATIONS
00% 50% 100% 150% 200% 25.0% 300% 35.0%

Rocks/MCA/Opera House
Circular Quay

Pitt Street Mall

QVB/Town Hall Square
Martin Place/Westin Hotel
Haymarket/Chinatown
George Street

% RESPONDENTS WITH POSITIVE PERCEPTION

7~ ™

ELEMENTS THAT DETER PEOPLE FROM THE SYDNEY CBD SHOPPING ARE THE CROWDS OF
PEOPLE, TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND THE EXPENSIVE PARKING, SHOPPING AND DINING

THE COST OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT TO THE CITY AND ALSO BETWEEN CBD SHOPPING
DESTINATIONS IS A PROMINENT DETERRENT

Source: Page 4, Perceptions of The City Retail Environment
Ref No. 21029/30, May 2011, V2, Sweeney Research, City of Sydney

>

N
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0 4/ IMAGES OF GEORGE STREET

SEARCH RESULT FOR GEORGE
STREET IN DECEMBER 2013

GO 816 ’george street, sydney

Source: CC by Adam.J.W.C. http://upload Source: CC by Adam.J.W.C. http:// Source: https://c1.staticflickr
wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/as/ en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Street,_Sydney com/3/2369/2623662819_ac04dd3f8c_z.jpg
King_street_near_george_st_sydney.jpg

___Bi "I ] ‘
Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/ Source: http://www.jenius.com.au/20086/12/ Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/
anti-ir_rally_george_street,php wikipedia/commons/a/a5/King_street_near_

george_st_sydney.ipg

A HTIE

,

Source: http://www.sydney-australia Source: http://www.brushtail.com.au/ost_ Source: http://publictransport.about.com/od/
biz/photos/wyd/sydney-city-01.php# v0606/george_st_c.1905.html Pictures_Of_Transit/ig/ Transit- Pictures-from-
Ug7UDPTulLjg Sydney/Bus-on-George-Street.htm
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0 5/ 3 DIFFERENT CHARACTERS

ircular Quay

George Street covers a strech of 2.5 km.
from north to south and offers various
characters along the way. Three prominently
distinguishable areas are:

THE BUSINESS DISTRICT

This area is characterised by large scale plot
Wynyard sizes, a high proportion of offices, privately
owned open space and no residential
dwellings.

BUSINESS'D

THE RETAIL DISTRICT

This area contains the most popular shopping
destinations in the CBD - Pitt Street Mall and
Queen Victoria Building.

THE ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT

This area is characterised by small plot
sizes and, compared to other districts, has
more shops/restaurants and pubs/bars open
after midnight. This area also has a higher
proportion of residential dwellings.

Central Station

Source: PSPL 2007 The middle part of George Street is characterized by Town
Hall and the retail precinct around Pitt Street Mall
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B/ GROUND FLOOR ACTIVITY

George Street has a mix of active and inactive
frontages along its 2.5 km length.
The most active frontages are found between

ey Bathurst and King Street, which define the
: '_ ..... retail hub in the CBD. The most inactive
ot frontages are found in the northern part
, : between Jamison Street and Circular Quay,
l! where colonnades, setbacks and banks
_.' negatively dominate the street scenery.
i | _ The remaining parts of George Street are
i 3 characterized by a mix of active and inactive
:_ frontages, but as a main street in Sydney
b George Street has an unfortunately high
! proportion of inactive frontages.
1
al_
-
\ \ 97% OF GROUND FLOOR FRONTAGES ARE
L ATTRACTIVE AND PLEASANT
! | [

----- === ATTRACTIVE/PLEASANT
o @ .

3 <+« INBETWEEN

\/ L = DULL/UNATTRACTIVE

Source: PSPL 2007

little interaction with the street
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HERITAGE BUILDINGS

4

_—

»
§7
g Source: PSPL 2007

i

In total 58 buildings are listed under the NSW
Heritage Act along George Street.

Amongst the listed buildings some stand out
as exemplary of the identity of Sydney;

«  ANZ Bank (1904)

«  St. Laurence Anglican Church (1845)

«  Town Hall House (1889)

«  St. Andrews Cathedral (1868)

« Queen Victoria Building (1898)

«  The Strand (1892)

«  State Theatre (1929)

The St. Andrews Cathedral is among Sydney's
most prominent Gothic-revival churches and
has often served as the 'State' church since
its completion in 1868. The building was
designed by Edmund Blacket and took 31
years to complete. Today it continues to serve
as an important religious site and historical
marker of identity for central Sydney.

Source: NSW Government Environment & Heritage

22
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8/ BUILDING HEIGHTS

George Street has in recent years seen taller
towers erected.

The highest concentration of taller buildings is
in the northern part close to Circular Quay, but
currently the heights south of Bathurst Street
are also rising, e.g. World Square. Generally
George Street is experiencing a higher
pressure from new developments to challenge
the GFA.

The section between Market and Hunter
Street has the lowest height levels of
generally up to six storeys.

THERE ARE MORE HIGH RISE BUILDINGS HERE
THAN ON ANY OTHER STREET IN AUSTRALIA

Source: Wikipedia, 2014

1-3 STOREYS
3-6 STOREYS

B 6-10 STOREYS

I 10+ STOREYS

Source: PSPL 2007

Building heights create cavernous effect along George Street

24
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STREET TREES

)
o
p
y
gg George Street has a rather sparse street tree
* planting because of a narrow street profile,
R widespread use of awnings and a high impact
by the buses in terms of emissions.
. TODAY THERE ARE 180 LONDON PLANES
: .. : ALONG GEORGE STREET
M e H

‘ssessssna

-
"sonee SagESORNS

i® INCONSISTENCY IN STREET
i TREES AND LACK OF OTHER
. TYPES OF GREENERY

3 = = . -
* Source: AutoCAD street plan, City of Sydney
R Rl SRR Y Near Albion Place
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PAVING

/
{/ Today the paving along George Street is made
| up of many small streches that are cut off at

‘ every side street, the result being that there

[ are many disruptions as one walks along the

1 I street. In addition, parts of the street are

’ characterized by narrow stretches of paving
T B 2.5m wide. In total the paved footpath areas
- today 24,500m2 — make up a 39% of the
average street width allocation.

( )
PEDESTRIAN SPACE WILL MORE THAN
DOUBLE ALONG GEORGE STREET WITH
PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS

Source: City of Sydney

future pedestrian zone

4 _

SO PP E NGO U000 00NN IINO0COOeeeORPRENIINCUOOOOPOORRRERINNSS00S
BEOPRAAAANERARDRRPRRARRAAAAGEERESIIINNBRAAGCERORAPIIIREORAAGEARAR

/

/

/

\'_-_\

/
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PUBLIC ART

There are a number of public art installations
in George Street ranging from water features
to sculptures.

It is primarily individual art pieces that
represent a multitude of genres, motifs,
materials, sizes and tastes.

The Public Art Strategy illustrates a coherent
approach to public art in the CBD and the
future improvements of George Street will
see public art installed according to the overall
strategy.

14 INDIVIDUAL ART PIECES
IN GEORGE STREET

© PUBLICART
@ PRIVATEART
== WATER FEATURE (PUBLIC)

'"Youngsters' by Caroline Rothwell, George Street & Barrack Street.
City of Sydney

Source: PSPL 2007
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!‘ MOBILITY

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

e INCREASED PERCENTAGE OF PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC
* INCREASE IN EVENING PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC
e DECREASE IN PEDESTRIAN INJURIES

! e REDUCED TRAVEL TIME ALONG GEORGE STREET

- T Te—— v
T A S

.

N 10 YEARS PEDESTRIANS AND PUBLIC
— | TRANSPORT USERS WILL BE ABLETO MOVE
 MORE EFFICIENTLY THROUGH GEORGE STREET
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT NETWORK

( .
GEORGE STREET CARRIES OVER

36,000" BUS PASSENGERS A DAY

* Sydney Buses Cordon Counts, 19th September
2012, Transport for NSW

— J IT CAN TAKE UP TO 30 MINUTES T0

TRAVEL FROM CENTRAL TO CIRCULAR

QUAY  * sydney's light rail future. Transport NSW

|| P, .

I~ b
"THERE WAS GENERAL DISQUIET
ABOUT USING BUSES BECAUSE OF
UNCERTAINTY ABOUT ROUTES AND
WHERETOALIGHT, AND THE BELIEF THAT
THEY SIMPLY TAKE TOO LONG. TRAINS
WERE SEEN AS MORE EFFICIENT"

N Source: Visitor Wayfinding in Sydney, August 2011
RS Destination NSW, University of Technology, Sydney

................. (@] ¢ J

.....................

........
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0 2 / MODAL COUNT

Bam-6pm, May 2012

GEORGE STREET AND SURROUNDING AREAS

L

Vehicle* Bicycle Pedestrian

1

GEORGE STREET iﬁ —
Bridge St
arren aTceorce D
M‘"’Gr&,
BRIDGE ATGEORGE |
Martin Py
MARKETATPITT [ .
S uSs &
E Z—w &
é = g Market St
MARKET AT CLARENCE I
Park St
BATHURSTATGEORGE [N
Bathuwst §¢
LIVERPOOL AT GEORGE | thowarg
ewm,,,&
couLBURN AT GEORGE [ .
Camphuy g,
Hay 5
UNI £
%.,,
Y
0 10.000 20.000 30.000 40.000 50.000
PEOPLE*

*NOTE: Vehicle numbers include buses, ridership numbers not available for cross streets.
George St represented by average of George St at Bridge St, Bathurst St, Liverpool St, and Goulburn, St.
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PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

Pedestrian Count
Bam-12am, 4th and 8th of December 2012

Pedestrian activity varies drastically through- ‘f\

out the week in upper George Street, with
weekday volume levels over three times as
high as weekends in certain locations. Lower
George Street sees much more consistent
public life into the weekend, with pedestrian
activity occasionally topping weekday levels in

the entertainment district.

MARTIN AT GEORGE
48,500
13,300

KING AT GEORGE
17,200
17,600

MARKET AT GEORGE
50,000
48,000

BATHURST AT GEORGE
21,300
17,200

LIVERPOOL AT GEORGE
39,900
40,900

GOULBURN AT GEORGE
21,300
29,200

GEORGE STREET

Bridge St

/7’0/719, S[

Martin P|

King st

Market St

Park St

Bathurst St

Goulhyrp St

DAILY PEDESTRIAN VOLUMES
WEEKDAY
SATURDAY

GEORGE AT MARTIN
46,900
28,700

GEORGEATKING
53,200
35,700

GEORGEAT MARKET
61,900
59,800

GEORGE AT BATHURST
76,200
72,200

GEORGEAT LIVERPOOL
86,900
73,000

GEORGE AT GOULBURN
64,300
51,100
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Throughout most of George Street, pedestrian Bridge St
levels are lowest in the morning and peak

in the afternoon. South of Market Street,
pedestrian activity persists and sometimes
increases after 5:00pm whereas activity drops

slightly in upper George Street.

/""”fe sy

MARTIN AT GEORGE
6,280
4,560
6,320

Martin p|

KING AT GEORGE
230

1430

1,340

MARKET AT GEORGE
3,390

5,820

4,520

Park St
BATHURSTAT GEORGE
1,160

1,800

2,290

Bathurst St

LIVERPOOL AT GEORGE
1,480
2,890
3,650

GOULBURN AT GEORGE
1,180
2,650
3,090

PEAK WEEKDAY HOUR

PEDESTRIAN VOLUMES
8:00AM
1:00PM
5:00PM

GEORGE AT MARTIN
3,360
5,390
4,420

GEORGE ATKING
3,370
6,400
4,900

GEORGE AT MARKET
2,760
7,180
6,640

GEORGE AT BATHURST
3,600
6,730
7,400

GEORGE AT LIVERPOOL
4,480
7,860
1,510

GEORGE AT GOULBURN
2,320
5,460
6,570
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GEORGE STREET

PEDESTRIAN VOLUME PATTERNS

WEEKDAY

Pedestrian Count
6am-12am,
4th and 8th of December

-
THEFLOW OF PEDESTRIANS THROUGHOUTUPPER GEORGE

STREET FOLLOWS A VERY ROUTINE PATTERN, WITH HIGH
PEAKS AT 8:00AM, 1:00PM, AND 5:00PM, PUNCUATED
BY LULLS OF TRAFFIC IN BETWEEN ON WEEKDAYS. THIS
PATTERN IS A COMMON FEATURE OF CENTRAL BUSINESS

~N

DISTRICTS WHERE ONLY THE NECESSARY ACTIVITIES OF

A STANDARD WORK DAY TAKE PLACE
. v,

0000 V

8000

L Bridge

Jamison
Margaret

Martin Place
King

6000

A\
2000
T

0
6:00am

/

8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm

(LUWER GEORGE STREET FEATURES PEDESTRIAN VOLUME PATTERNS\
SUGGESTING A MORE DIVERSE ARRAY OF ACTIVITIES WITH HIGH TRAFFIC
LEVELS EVEN BETWEEN PEAK HOURS. THOUGH IT DROPS PRECIPITOUSLY
ON WEEKDAYS, GEORGE STREET BETWEEN BATHURST AND GOULBURN
\MAINTAINS SOME PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC INTO THE EVENING HOURS

L

10000

8000

N

Market

| Druitt

6000
/7
4000
2000
Yz,

6:00am 8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm

RPN |EE

Bathurst
Central
Liverpool

Goulburn
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WEEKEND

Pedestrian Count
6am-12am,
4th and 8th of December 2012

(0N WEEKENDS, THE VITALITY OF UPPER GEORGE STREET\
HUSHES TO A SHADOW OF ITS WEEKDAY BUSTLE, WITH
PEDESTRIAN VOLUMES DROPPING BY AS MUCH AS 42%
AT HUNTER STREET. THESE PATTERNS FURTHER SUGGEST
A MONO-FUNCTIONAL STRETCH OF GEORGE STREET WITH

10000

8000

6000

4000

0 =

6:00am 8:00am

10:00am

OPPORTUNITY FOR DIVERSIFIED ACTIVITIES

V

J

L Frid_ e
amison
Margaret

Martin Place
King

//:/4{7\\<\///

12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm

-

N\

LOWER GEORGE STREET SEES SIMILAR AND SOMETIMES GREATER
VOLUMES OF PEDESTRIANS ON WEEKENDS, ESPECIALLY AT CENTRAL
STREET WHERE VOLUME INCREASES BY 24% OVER WEEKDAY LEVELS.
HIGH LEVELS OF PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY PERSIST INTO THE EVENING
HOURS BETWEEN BATHURST STREET AND LIVERPOOL STREET

.

10000

8000

6000 Market

— Druitt

? Bathurst

4000
Central
Liverpool

2000

=

0
6:00am

8:00am

10:00am

12:00pm

2:00pm

4:00pm

6:00pm

8:00pm

/ Goulburn

10:00pm
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CROSS STREETS
PEDESTRIAN VOLUME PATTERNS

WEEKDAY

Pedestrian Count
6am-12am,
4th and 8th of December 2012

KPEDESTRIAN VOLUME PATTERNS ON THE STREETS

~

INTERSECTING GEORGE STREET HIERARCHIES
OF PEDESTRIAN PREFERENCE AMONG THESE
STREETS. MARTIN PLACE AND BRIDGE STREET
SHOW PATTERNS OF DISTINCT PEAKHOURS, WHILE

STREETS LIKE JAMISON STREET AND MARGARET
STREET CURRENTLY HAVE BARELY ANY FOOT
GRAFFIC AT ALL )

L Bridge

Jamison
Margaret

10000

Martin Place
8000 King

6000
4000 \//\
2000

2:00pm

6:00am 8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm

LOWER GEORGE STREET SEES MORE DISPERSED FOOT
TRAFFIC ACROSS ITS INTERSECTING STREETS, WITH
MARKET STANDING OUT AS A PARTICULARLY HIGH
TRAFFIC PEDESTRIAN CORRIDOR

L

10000

8000 ]

Market
6000

— Druitt
Bathurst
Central
Liverpool

/ Goulburn

4000

10:00am

8:00pm

6:00am 8:00am 12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 10:00pm
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WEEKEND

Pedestrian Count
B6am-12am,
4th and 8th of December 2012

UPPER GEORGE STREET'S INTERSECTING STREETS

EXPERIENCE VERY LOW PEDESTRIAN VOLUMES ON
WEEKENDS, SUGGESTING AN UNDERUTILISED PART OF L prtge
10000 THECITY ——— Viargaret

| Martin Place
8000 King

6000

4000

2000

-

[ —
6:00am 8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm

MARKET STREET REMAINS A PROMINENT PEDESTRIAN CORRIDOR ON
WEEKENDS, WHEREAS OTHER CROSS STREETS EXPERIENCE RELATIVELY
LOW VOLUMES. LIVERPOOL STREET AND GOULBURN STREET COME TO
LIFE MORE PROMINENTLY IN THE WEEKEND EVENING HOURS

N g

8000 ]

10000

Market
6000

— Druitt

Bathurst
Central

Liverpool
,,,/

/ Goulburn
6:00am 8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm 8:00pm 10:00pm
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Registration: Pedestrian, Cyclist, Vehicle
6.00am-7.00pm, May 2012

SPACE ALLOCATION

GEORGE STREET AT BRIDGE STREET

1';

G G b |fif
56m 32m 38m (3m)
m Modal split
19.9% 36.8% 0.2% 43.2%
: Proportion of street
26.3% 30% 43.7%
GEORGE STREET AT BATHURST STREET

[ S
121m ¢ —
= oy 1 Modal split
419% 03%  352%
Proportion of street
21.5% 38.5%

GEORGESTREET CARRIES MORETHANTWICEAS MANY PEDESTRIANS ASVEHICLES, THOUGH
CARS ARE OFTEN GIVEN MORE SPACE. CATERING TO PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC WILL IMPROVE
THE QUALITY OF GEORGE STREET AS WELL AS EFFICIENCY AND CARRYING CAPACITY
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Pedestrian Count 6am-12am,

A CROWDED STREET

GEORGE STREET AT MARKET STREET WEEKDAY
8000
5000 CROWDING
4000
BRIDGE ST o
0
6:00am 8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm 2:00pm 4:00pm 6:00pm §:00pm 10:00pm
“re, GEORGE STREET AT BATHURST STREET WEEKDAY
10000
BUSIEST TIMES: - 00
... CROWDING AT T e N e

FROM NOON
T06.00 PM 6,2M FOOTPATHWIDTH IN 4000
TOTAL
MARKET ST 2000

. \
IN CENTRAL GEORGE STREET THE PEDESTRIAN NUMBERS
BUSIESTTIMES: GO UP AND THE FOOTPATH WIDTH DECREASE CAUSING A
L SRR - HIGHER DEGREE OF CROWDING. THE PEDESTRIAN NUMBERS
it 13M FOOT:ATH WIDTHIN ARE AT SATURATION
! Crowding based on 13 pedestrians /meter of available footpath width /minute
TOTAL >

LIVERPOOL sr

Coutgymy 35

CAMPagy, ¢

HAY s1

PITrsy

2y, s,

So, 4"'(

Source: Pedestrian Counts,
6.00am-11.00pm, December 2012
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0 8 / WAITING TIME AT CROSSINGS

'07 "14 '07 '14
GEORGE STREET PITT STREET
TRIP: 33:20 TRIP: 30:14
mm WAIT: 5:55 mm = WAIT: 2:26
19% 18% 17% 8% Due to the recent weekday provision of
"auto-introduction" for pedestrian lights—the
green 'walk' phase is introduced without
requiring pedestrians to press the button—
among other improvements, waiting times on
I I MARTIN PLACE however, are nearl%/ unchanged - Pg:tt Street'is
TRIP: 9:15 the preferable route for pedestrians wishing
. - WAIT: 1:16 — to avoid lengthy waits at signalled crossings.
30% 14%
'07 '14
I MARKET STREET
e TRIP: 9:38
B m wair:2:39
38% 28%
'07 "14
e ‘N\’ I PARK STREET
TRIP: 10:08
. WAIT: 2:26
52% 24%
'07 '14
LIVERPOOL STREET
el T TRIP: 9:48
. WAIT: 2:19
33% 23%

B TOTALTRIPTIME
B WAITTIME

Source: PSPL 2007,
PSPL 2014 {1pm-3pm, Wed July 2, 2014)

i\

WAITING TIMES HAVE IMPROVED IN
THE CBD, BUT GEORGE STREET IS
NEARLY UNCHANGED. PITT STREET IS
A CONSIDERABLY FASTER ROUTE
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PEDESTRIAN INJURIES

24 HOURS 9AM-7PM
DAY + NIGHT DAY
) CAHILL Exp
‘f BRIDGE ST
L
e @
: b,&’-"r ‘
3 AARTIN Ay ‘
‘ﬂ" KinG sr freve
MARKET ST
& ) I
5
5
§
5
3
D PARK 37 6
, BaTHoRST Sy @
(.,
. tVErpoo, 51
GOt gy, sy
N
n”‘.w:.“ 2 =
5 i
&
%’% @

TPM-5AM
NIGHT

= 5

Since 2008 pedestrian injuries have occured
along nearly all stretches of George Street
cementing that George Street is a main
traffic artery in the CBD with a high impact of
especially buses. Injuries during the day have
tended to occur around Bridge Street, Martin
Place, Market Street, between Park Street and
Bathurst Street, and Liverpool Street. While
the locations of injuries occuring at night do
not differ drastically from those at day, they
tend to concentrate between Bathurst Street
and Liverpool Street as well as between
Martin Place and Bridge Street. Pedestrian
injuries in this latter stretch of upper George
Street is particularly unusual given the low
pedestrian levels in this area at night. This
discrepancy suggests pedestrian safety may
have room for improvement specifically in
these areas.

)\

PEDESTRIAN INJURIES OCCUR IN THE
EVENING ON UPPER GEORGE STREET
DISPROPORTIONATELY TO THE NUMBER
OF PEDESTRIANS

- —— PEDESTRIAN INJURY
Source: RMS Crash data 2008-2012
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1 0 AWNINGS

The awnings are part of a design tradition but
also essential elements in providing weather
protection. Along George Street there is a
more or less continuous use of awnings.
Recent awnings however challenge the
function of the awnings by being placed above
" second levels.

| The quality of the existing awnings is
inconsistent and in several locations space

is quite confined by low awnings, street
clutter, congested streets and limited footpath
widths.

AP =, S&

LI LR R L

sonme
assea

S
——

4 < ALMOST CONTINUOUS WEATHER

PROTECTION ALONG GEORGE
STREET

L, THE QUALITY OF THE AWNINGS IS
HOWEVER INCONSISTENT

ssse9ssy
seanaces

[r

i3

o"
5L
/\

GEORGE STREET SECTION
L AWNINGS The placement of the awning is being
Source: PSPL 2007 challenged in new developments
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DRIVEWAY COUNT
CENTRAL GEORGE STREET = wmivom,

Registration: 7.00am-7.00pm

4 SEASONS HOTEL Driveway'.

@ Hunter Connection Driveway

® Angel Place

Barrack St g
157 @ GPO Driveway

31 9 ® Mid-City Driveway
33 8 DYMOCKS Driveway

3 2 7 SYDNEY PLAZA Driveway

7 3 O @ HILTON HOTEL Driveway

* Peak hour 1600 - 1700
with 1,5 deliveries per min

¢ ENERGY AUSTRALIA Driveway

No 583

@
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH Driveway

No739 ®
No 757/759 2

Driveways tend to be concentrated between
Martin Place and Park Street along George
Street. These driveways break the footpath
and create conflict between pedestrians and
delivery vehicles. Between 16:00 and 17:00,

these conflicts occur at a rate of 1.5 deliveries

per minute.

——  THERE ARE 15 DRIVEWAYS ALONG

GEORGE STREET

FREQUENTLY USED DRIVEWAY

THE HILTON DRIVEWAY IS THE MOST

Hilton Driveway, George Street. City of Sydney

DATA COLLECTION GEORGE STREET SYDNEY 2014
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PUBLIC LIFE

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

e MORE STAYING ACTIVITY ALONG GEORGE STREET

e MORE NIGHT LIFEACTIVITY ALL ALONG GEORGE STREET
» MORE OUTDOOR CAFE SEATING

e REDUCED NOISE LEVELS & IMPROVED AIR QUALITY

IN 10 YEARS LINGERING ACTIVITY ALONG
GEORGE STREET WILL INCREASE BY MORE
THAN 100%

{ = o ..
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12 QUALITY CRITERIA

Evaluation of a public space/street based
on a set of fundamental qualities is a basic

=
way of assessing the potentials for public o
; £ =
life to unfold. These qualities center around Q
protection, comfort and enjoyment and they 'é
emphasize the need to consider some basic oR
issues hesides aestetics and design. The two
first categories are more factural and objective
whereas the last category of criteria are more
subjective.
£
The qualities of protection (against risk, o
R : . s
physical injury, insecurity and unpleasant g
sensory influences, the negative aspects &)
of climate in particular) are considerd
fundamental to a space.
The qualities of comfort involves invitations
for people to activate the space: possibilities
for walking, standing, sitting, seeing, talking, —
hearing and self-expression, as well as mixed E
functions around the space. 5
Q
=
i

Finally, enjoyment involves aspects of
human scale, identity and opportunities for
positive sensory impressions and aestetic
experiences.

WALKABLE SIT & STAY SEEING
Part of & network effact/attractive zones - Easy orientation
Links to destinations for standing/staying - Reasonable viewing
FRoom for walking - Zones for sitting and rasting u'*:,l::::l
- Good places to sit with 5 views
iew, sun” -Orientation st nigth
view, sun! % 0<
TALK & LISTEN ACTIVITY FUM(':"E’IEgNs
+ low noise levels - Physical activity, exercise
- Dimensions that stimulates - Play and street entartsinment Variety of functions that
- By day and night stimulates activity
- In summer and winter - Interaction and
~Acﬁviy:r':-lmrgrowc 4 ¥ dol:::asn
e
f k.r&.@.%..

TWO EXAMPLES USING QUALITY CRITERIA TO EVALUATE CITY SPACE

o i

Quayside street in central Copenhagen. This
example produces many white (good) fields
due to the thoroughly good quality based on
all criteria.

000
2098
000e®

KAY FISKER SQUARE

Main square in a new city district in
Copenhagen. An example of a square with a
very poor rating in most areas covered in the
list of quality criteria.
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Registration: 3:15-4:46pm
Wednesday, May 7, 2014

STATIONARY ACTIVITY
ALONG GEORGE STREET

UPPER GEORGE STREET IS EMPTY
AFTER WORKING HOURS AND

DURING WEEKENDS
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ENGAGING IN STAYING ACTIVITIES

ALONG GEORGE STREET

I WEEKDAY

Hunter st
B

North of Hunter Street
Hunter & Bathurst Street - 208
South of Bathurst Street - 221
Despite high volumes of pedestrians along George
Street, few are inclined to linger longer than necessary.
Public seating opportunities are few and often of low
quality, cafe seating is scarce, and nearly half of all
recreational activity is standing or waiting for transport.
It is not uncommon to see people crouching or leaning
against walls for a moment of respite — there is latent
demand for George Street to become a public space of
its own.
———————— Bathurst st
TYPE OF ACTIVITY ALONG GEORGE STREET DURING A

SUMMER DAY
Il STANDING
I WAITING TRANSPORT

I BENCH SEATING

[ CAFE SEATING
SECONDARY SEATING

LYING DOWN
CHILDREN PLAYING
[ COMMERCIALACTIVITY
I CULTURALACTIVITIES
Il PHYSICALACTIVITIES
Source: Stationary Survey,
May 7, 2014

LRI LR
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0 3 STATIONARY ACTIVITY IN SPACES
ALONG GEORGE STREET  Woicd i e

Wed, 8th. and Sat. 18th, August 2012

Grosvenor Place O
Suncorp Place O

Australia Square & :-

QVB forecourt O

Sydney Square o :'

World Square :‘ .'.

»;» REGISTRATION 2007
© REGISTRATION 2012/13

NUMBER OF PEOPLE ENGAGING IN STAYING ACTIVITIES AT
PLACES ADJACENT TO GEORGE STREET

I SUMMER
I WINTER

Weekend Weekday

Grosvenor Pl

Suncorp Pl

. 970
Australia Sq*

187
QVB forecourt - .934

Sydney Sq*

World Sq* 23

* Source; PSPL 2007, no weekend count

TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT SITES IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO
GEORGE STREET DURING A SUMMER WEEKDAY

Il STANDING

I WAITING TRANSPORT

I BENCH SEATING

[ CAFE SEATING
SECONDARY SEATING
LYING DOWN
CHILDREN PLAYING

W COMMERCIALACTIVITY

I CULTURALACTIVITIES

I PHYSICALACTIVITIES

Source: Stationary Survey 2007
& 2012/13, City of Sydney
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PUBLIC AMENITIES AND BENCHES

Circular Quay Station 24h

avB
9.00am-6.00pm

Town Hall Station 24h @
@

avilion Plaza
Mon-Fri 8.00am-8.00pm

Haymarket Library
8.30am-6.00pm
(sat 10.00am-4.00pm)

iop.24h
© PUBLICTOILET

@ BENCH

One of the potential improvements that are
likely to increase Sydney CBD usage amongst
current CBD shoppers surveyed are amenities
(increased number of public toilets). The
qualitative research highlighted this as a

key concern for parents of younger children
alongside the limited number of kids activities

in the city, e.g. playgrounds.

Source: Page 68, Perceptions of The City Retail Environment
Ref No. 21029/30, May 2011
V2, Sweeney Research, City of Sydney

A\

34 BENCHES
12 KIOSKS

93 RUBBISH BINS
20 PHONE BOXES

Source: Public Toilet Strategy 2014, City of Sydney

THE LOW FREQUENCY OF
PUBLIC  AMENITIES  AND
ABSENCE OF PUBLIC BENCHES
EXCLUDE USER GROUPS
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COMMERCIAL OUTDOOR SEATING

There are few restaurants and cafés along George Street
today. The ones that are there have primarily no outdoor
serving areas, but trade indoors.

Ground floor seating (indoor) 6817
Other levels seating (basement, 1st floor) 1976
Outdoor seating 254

Source: City of Sydney

ONLY 3% OF ALL SEATING IN CAFES AND
RESTAURANTS ON GEORGE STREET IS LOCATED
OUTSIDE

@ OUTDOOR SEATING

Source: PSPL 2007 320-330 George Strest. City of Sydney
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NOISE LEVELS

Upper George street
Noise registration 100dB

Peak Loudness
80dB —— S 1
Average
Loudness
60dB
Comfortable
Loudness
Range
40dB
o G st PEAK LOUDNESS IN UPPER GEORGE STREET IS
@ Noise registration EQUIVALENT TO A JACKHAMMER AT 15 METERS

UPPER GEORGEST  LOWER GEORGE ST

Source: Noise Measurements, City of Sydney

Average noise levels along George Street
currently stay around 75dB - approximately
equivalent to loud singing at 1 meter. This
volume makes George Street a difficult place
for conversation and social interaction. Peak
noise levels were recorded at 96dB, as loud as
a jackhammer at 15 meters.

City of Sydney
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AIR QUALITY

Upper George Street
Air Quality registration

AIR QUALITY SURVEY
TO BE UNDERTAKEN

Mid George Street
Air Quality registration

Lower George Street
Air Quality registration

George Street from above
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AG E A N D G E N D E R Registration: 10.00am-19.00pm
March 2007

11000m

120pm

J00pm

a20pm

7480pm

George Street While 2011 Australian census data indicates

o 0% s 0% o up to 9% of residents along certain stretches

I Y N A AN AN (N RN of George Street are over the age of 65, those
numbers are not reflected in the demographics
of those utilizing the street's public space.
Children and elderly are in general not very well
represented in George Street today.
The walking environment is not of a high quality,
there are very few resting opportunities, walking
space is scarce and footpaths are over-crowded.
All elements that deter families with children
and the elderly to visit George Street.

ONLY 1% OF PEDESTRIANS ON GEORGE STREET ARE
CHILDREN AGE 0-6 YEARS

ONLY 0.75% OF PEDESTRIANS ON GEORGE STREET
ARE OVER THE AGE OF 65

g

AGE & GENDER SPLIT

Source: PSPL 2007

GENDER BALANCE ALONG GEORGE STREETIS VERY
EQUAL, EVEN INTO THE EVENING HOURS

V-

56
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NIGHTLIFE
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The different characters along George St.
becomes very present at night, when some
parts close down and others bloom with
eateries, small shops/kiosks, etc.
Lower George Street — the entertainment
district — is most active at night, and has the
highest concentration of various functions
open at night, both along the street itself and
in the adjacent area. Meanwhile the central
and northern part have few open functions
through the late evening hours.
Open functions have an impact on people's
sense of safety and are often vital in terms
of creating invitations for people to spend
time along the street at night. However, crime
rates also influence people’s perceptions of
the street. In recent years the perceptions of
George Street are changing for the better, and
the street has come into its own as one of the
city’s hot spots for new food establishments.

Source: Gorgeous George, Sydney Morning Herald,
2910.2013

81% OF LATE NIGHT ESTABLISHMENTS ALONG
GEORGE STREET ARE LOCATED SOUTH OF

° BATHURST STREET
¥ A “DaA
"o,' @ é.]' q“@ @ EATERIES, RESTAURANTS, CAFES AND PUBS
e, \)
e ".H?“u\‘ * ] RETAIL, SHOPS, KIOSKS, STALLS
& O 24H CONVENIENCE STORES
O o, ENTERTAINMENT, THEATERS, CINEMAS, CLUBS
o0 EA /\ ACCOMODATION, HOTELS, APARTMENTS
A
A. Source: Late Night Management Research Project 2011, City of Sydney
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ECONOMICS

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

!\ * INCREASED DIVERSITY OF USES IN BUILDINGS ALONG GEORGE
STREET
* INCREASED NUMBER OF RESIDENTS IN THE CBD
i * MORE CUSTOMERS ON GEORGE STREET
= * DECREASE IN OFFICE VACANCY

.

L N

4

IN 10 YEARS GEORGE STREET WILL BE A
THRIVING RETAIL LOCATION
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BUSINESSES ALONG GEORGE STREET

Food & Drink: Supermarket & Grocery

Food &Drink: Cafes & Restaurants

TYPES OF BUSINESSES WITH GROUND George Street has no shortage of diverse
FLOOR PRESENCE ALONG GEORGE STREET retail and food offerings, a major draw beyond

employment and a service to the employees
working in the area. These businesses attract
and support public life along George Street.
This diversity should be maintained as George
Street continues to transform.

21% |0.9%

5.1%

88% OF GROUND FLOOR BUSINESSES ON
GEORGE STREET PROVIDE FOOD & DRINK,
RETAIL, OR PERSONAL SERVICES.

[ RETAILAND PERSONAL SERVICES
[] FOOD & DRINK

TOURIST, CULTURAL AND LEISURE

[ LIFESCIENCE (BIO-TECH) V
[ cr
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

Souree FloorSpace nd Employment—— GROUND FLOOR BUSINESSES IN DETAIL

Survey 2012, City of Sydney

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0%

|
Clothing & Footwear I

Food & Drink: Specialised
lewellery

Personal Services

Life Science - Retailing

Pubs & Clubs

News, Books & Stationary
ICT - Retailing

Travel Agency

Repair

Creative Retailing
Sports & Toys
Department & Variety
Entertainment & Media
Garden

Hardware & Housewares
Appliances & Electronics
Camera

Other
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0 2 / FOOD BUSINESS

’i' Amongst the most effective ways to invite
i public life is bountiful, accessible, and diverse
i food options. George Street provides this,
" 2] but could improve opportunities to enjoy
- the arrange of food options beyond the
3 establishments with outdoor seating and other
"'_' public space amenities. Many foodplaces
._ on George Street are mixed use - cafés,
restaurants, and takeaways in one venue.

a GEORGE STREET HAS 20+ LISTINGS IN THE
2014 GOOD FOOD GUIDE

-
. I TAKEAWAY
Ay
S [ RESTAURANT
- = CAFE
BAR
8 B MIX OF TWO OR MORE OF THE -
ABUVE yoodfbod.com.an
Source: Floor Space and Employment George Street is growing as a place for good food

Survey 2012, City of Sydney
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0 3 / RETAIL BUSINESS
= N

GEORGE STREET HAS AN UNUSUALLY
HIGH AMOUNT OF LOCAL BRANDS AND
it SMALL BUSINESSES COMPARED TO

OTHER MAIN STREETS

= W \ _J
ot gy
by

[ LOCALBRANDS
[ NATIONALBRANDS
INTERNATIONAL BRAND

Source: Page 51 City of Sydney Retail Survey
Savills Research & Consultancy, September 2012

SN

LARGER MALLS ARE MAINLY

—_ LOCATED IN THE CENTRAL
SECTION OF GEORGE STREET
wi
wr
Es 1
= ' B 27
. W 820
= M 2140
B 4160
B 5180
M 81+

Source: City of Sydney
2030, Oct 8., 2013
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COMMERCIAL RENTS

RENTS ON GEORGE STREET TEND TO BE SLIGHTLY
@ 2o HIGHER AROUND MARTIN PLACE

' 283 George St
elstra Shop
Suncorp

RECENT LEASES STIPULATE THAT RENTS WILL INCREASE

' Orston BY 4 PERCENT PER ANNUM IN LINE WITH COMMERCIAL
St LEASES FOR OFFICE SPACES.
LOCATION ANNUAL RENT/ M2
234 GEORGE STREET $2970
283 GEORGE STREET $2790
TELSTRA SHOP $14444
SUNCORP $3853
‘fﬂ;;m'w 388 GEORGE STREET $4050
TEien OROTON $8134
BEN SHERMAN $1498
FORCAST FASHION $2159
@ s SES $2344
T-ELEVEN $4608
698 GEORGE STREET $1900
683 GEORGE STREET $1590
P op=re 743 GEORGE STREET $1740
. 743 George St Source: page 653 City of Sydney Retail Survey

Savills Research & Consultancy, September 2012
& http:/fwww.realcommercial.com.au, 2014
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RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

[ 4

RESIDENTS IN CBD
«  Population 2007: 21.950,
i_ «  Population 2012: 24.982 (+13.8%)
Hunter Street to «  Number of dwellings in 2007: 11.611
Bathurst Street «  Number of dwellings in 2012: 11.865
Lm e 555

«  Population densities between Bathurst
Street and Goulburn Street along George
Street are among the highest in Sydney at
approximately 500 persons per hectare.

Source: CBD Precinct Summary Report 2012: City of Sydney
Floor Space and Employment Survey 2012, City of Sydney

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and
Housing, 2011 {(Enumerated data). Compiled and presented in
atlas.id by .id, the population experts.

AR AT

THERE IS A HIGHER CONCENTRATION OF
DWELLINGS IN LOWER GEORGE STREET

Bathurst Street to Quay Street V
1743 DWELLINGS

-y [ TOURIST ACCOMODATION
BUSINESSES

RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS*

| 4 Source: Floor Space and
Employment Survey 2012, City of Residents in the CBD are growing in numbers
Sydney
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/ EMPLOYMENT

George Street and by extension the
surrounding Sydney CBD area is a major
employment center — an estimated 63% of
the Sydney Local Government Area (LGA) is
employed in the CBD, approximately 277,000
workers. This total represents a 5.5% increase
since 2012, or 14,400 additional CBD workers.
Approximately a third of the CBD - 95,000
people — are employed along George Street.
Most of these people leave the CBD after
work - the Australian census estimates only
9,000 workers stay along and around George
Street at night.

Source: CBD Precinct Summary Report 2012: City of Sydney
Floor Space and Employment Survey

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and
Housing, 2011 (Enumerated data). Compiled and presented in
atlas.id by .id, the population experts.

APPROXIMATELY 95,000 PEOPLE ARE
EMPLOYED ALONG GEORGE STREET

4

PERCENT SYDNEY LGA EMPLOYMENT IN CBD

574
435
o I LGA EMPLOYMENT IN CBD
723 LGA EMPLOYMENT OUTSIDECBD
586. Source: CBD Precinct Summary
Report
682 ~
416 173 EMPLOYEES/HECTARE

Source: CBD Precinct
Summary Report 2012
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CONCLUSION

George Street's transformation signals the opportunity for a change not only in
the efficiency, quality, and provision of space for people along its corridor, but
for Sydney's culture of public life at large. A George Street that invites people
to pass time amidst an enjoyable environment will improve the quality of life for
residents, workers, and visitors alike.

Today, George Street struggles to effectively serve this purpose, but it is a place
of potential. Despite the difficulty in meeting high demand as a transit corridor or
providing generous public space, a variety of redeeming qualities — its placement
amidst attractions, a diverse array of retail offerings, the energy of the business
and entertainment districts, and a rich history as Sydney's iconic street —
indicates immense opportunity.

As change moves forward it will be crucial to consider public life as the focal
point of development. The metrics outlined in this document provide key
performance indicators in line with this goal,

A George Street for people and one where business and retail can thrive.
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